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Starting April 1, “Blue Tickets” Apply to Cyclists 🚲🚲🚲 

Under Japanese law, bicycles are classified as “light vehicles,” meaning they are treated 

in the same category as cars and motorcycles. Just as drivers, cyclists are required to 

follow traffic signs and obey traffic rules. 

When the police observe a traffic violation by a cyclist, they may issue a verbal warning 

or on-the-spot guidance. However, “Red Tickets” or “Blue Tickets” may be issued to hold 

cyclists legally accountable for malicious or dangerous traffic violations. 
 

Blue Ticket ☞ Malicious and Dangerous Traffic Violations 

If the fine is paid by the deadline indicated on the blue ticket, 

the case will be closed and no criminal record will result. 

Examples of Blue Ticket violations☟ 

Riding double; using a smartphone while riding; entering a railroad 

crossing with barriers down; riding on the right side of the road, etc. 
 

Red Ticket ☞ Serious Malicious and Dangerous Traffic Violations 

/ Traffic Accidents 

When a Red Ticket is issued, the case may be referred for prosecution and subject to 

police questioning or court proceedings, potentially resulting in a criminal record. 

If convicted—even for a traffic violation— the criminal record must be disclosed when 

applying for a Certificate of Eligibility, and it may negatively affect the application. 

Examples of Red Ticket violations☟ 

Riding under the influence; obstructing traffic; causing accidents through violations, etc. 
 

Cycling in Japan: 5 Bicycle Rules that Might Surprise You 

① Ride on the left side of the road. (Use the sidewalk only in exceptional circumstances, 

such as heavy or dangerous traffic.)  

② At intersections, obey all traffic signals and signs, and make sure the way is clear.  

③ Turn on your lights when it is dark.  

④ Do not ride after drinking alcohol.   ⑤ Wear a helmet. 
 

Inquiries: Traffic Affairs Section 📞042-620-7410 
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[The Population of the City of Hachioji (As of the end of March 2026)] 558,190 

[The population of the international residents] 18,893  125 countries [Percentage]3.38% 



Get up to 50% Subsidy on Your Home Security Purchases! 

Do you think Japan is so safe that home security isn’t necessary?  

Don’t let your guard down. 

In 2025, there were 109 burglary cases in Hachioji. Total losses from so-called “special 

fraud”—where victims are tricked out of cash or bank cards via phone or social media 

without ever meeting the perpetrator—reached a staggering 660 million yen. 

Hachioji City offers subsidies to help cover the cost of purchasing and installing home 

security products to protect your safety and property. 

Please take advantage of the “Emergency Subsidy for Home Security Measures”! 

 

Eligibility:  

Registered residents of Hachioji City  

The subsidy covers: The cost of home security products purchased from 

retailers in Hachioji City between April 1, 2026, and February 1, 2027, including 

installation costs.  

Eligible items: outdoor security cameras, intercoms with cameras, motion-

sensor lights, high-security locks, auxiliary locks, and more  

Subsidy amount: Up to one-half of the purchase and installation costs 

(maximum: 20,000 yen)  

Application deadline:  

February 1, 2027 (Limited to one application per household.)  

*Once the budget is reached, applications will no longer be accepted. Early 

application is recommended for eligible purchases. 
 

Inquiries: Crime Prevention Section  📞042-620-7283  

 

New Terrace Seating Now Available Next to the City Office Cafeteria 

An old pond in front of the City Office cafeteria has been 

removed, and a new terrace space has been created. 

The space is eco-friendly and does not require electricity 

or water. Wooden benches and flowerbeds brighten the 

space for visitors, with a design based on an idea from 

a local university student. 

On pleasant days, it’s the perfect spot to enjoy lunch or 

simply unwind outside. We invite you to enjoy the space 

when you visit the City Office. 

Inquiries: Office Building Management Section 📞042-620-7211 

  

 

Would you like to receive an email when the latest edition of GINKGO is published? 

Scan the matrix barcode and sign up ☞ 

https://logoform.jp/form/iapr/1067343


IMPORTANT: Tax Payment Notices Mailed out! 

Tax payment notices for various municipal taxes have been sent to  

liable taxpayers since May 1. 

    Please Note: When a letter from the city arrives in your mailbox, please do not leave it 

unread; review the contents promptly. 
 

1. By when should I pay? Payment must be made by the deadline indicated on the notice. 
 

2. Where can I pay? Payments can be made at the City Office, branch offices, banks, post 

offices, and convenience stores, as well as via direct debit or cashless payment methods.  
 

3. Inquiries 

For help understanding a letter or  

what to do before returning to home country: 

①Fixed Assets Tax and City Planning Tax 

☞ Property Tax Section 📞042-620-7251 

②Light Vehicle Tax☞ Resident Tax Section 📞042-620-7353 

③Resident Tax / Forest Environmental Tax☞ Resident Tax Section 📞042-620-7219 

For those in financial hardship: ①, ②, and ③ ☞ Tax Payment Section 📞042-620-7224 

 

August 1 (SAT) 【Hachioji Fireworks Festival】 

The festival promises a breathtaking display, with approximately 4,000 

fireworks lighting up the night sky. Gather with your friends and family 

to enjoy the night! 

Date and Time August 1 (Sat) 7:00 PM - 8:15 PM *The event will 

proceed in case of rain but will be canceled in case of severe weather. 

Venue Fujimori Park 

☞ A 20-minute walk from JR Hachioji Station South Exit 

A 20-minute walk from JR Nishi-hachioji Station 

A 15-minute walk from Keio Yamada Station 

Inquiries: Hachioji Visitors & Convention Association 📞042-649-2827 

 

August 7 (FRI), 8 (SAT) and 9 (SUN) 【Hachioji  Festival】 

This is the most popular festival in Hachioji, attracting 

more than 800,000 visitors every year. A delegation from 

Kaohsiung City, Taiwan—Hachioji’s international 

friendship city—will perform, along with many exciting 

events. 

Venue Koshu Kaido Avenue (from the Hachioji Station 

Entrance Intersection to the Oiwake Intersection) and the 

Nishi-Hoshasen U-road area 

Inquiries: Hachioji Festival Secretariat 📞042-686-0611 

About direct debit 

  

  

 

 

About cashless 

payment methods 

 

 

 

 

  



 GINKGO is edited and published by Multicultural Services Subsection of the College Community 

and Culture Section of Hachioji City (📞042-620-7437 ✉b051400@city.hachioji.tokyo.jp). 

Hachioji City’s Free Japanese Language Classes 

 [Lifelong Learning Center] 📞042-648-2231 

11F, the Create Hall, 5-6 Azuma-cho 

    Thursday class 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

    Friday class 10:00 AM - 12: 00 PM 

[Lifelong Learning Center Minamiosawa Branch] 📞042-679-2208 

2F, the Fresco Minamiosawa Public Facility Wing, 2-27 Minamiosawa 

    Sunday class 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

International Resident Support Desk Available to Assist You 

The International Resident Support Desk, operated by the Hachioji International Association 

(📞042-642-7091, 11F, the Hachioji Square building, 9-1 Asahi-cho), provides support with 

daily life concerns. Please make an appointment in advance for services ② and ③. 

[①Daily life consultation]☞ Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

[②Administrative scrivener consultation (document-related issues)]  

☞ 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM on Saturdays: June 6, July 4, and August 1 

[③Lawyer consultation (legal issues)]☞ 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM on Saturday, June 20 
 

Follow Our English or Chinese Facebook Page! 

Along with GINKGO, we share the latest city news on Facebook in English and Chinese. 

We also provide information on events and local services—and in the event of an 

earthquake or other disasters, we will share urgent safety information and shelter details. 

Follow us today to stay informed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a Japanese class offered 

by other entities? Visit “the website 

for Japanese Classes in Tokyo” ☞  

ENGLISH☞HACHIOJI CITY ENGLISH NEWS 

 

CHINESE☞八王子市中文信息 

https://nihongo.tokyo-tsunagari.or.jp/jp-class/jp-class-city/201-hachiojishi/
https://www.facebook.com/hachioji.chinese
https://www.facebook.com/hachioji.english

