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Seasonal Topic

Ume (Japanese Apricot) & Ume Festival

Umee, originated in the south of China, was brought over to Japan
eatly before the Nara Era. Adored by people of vatious eras,
nowadays it has become one of the main flowers representing Japan.
There is a variety of u#me, either the fruit used as food or medicine, or
the flower planted as garden trees or as potted dwarfed trees. In
early spring the orchards of the various parts of the country are
crowded with visitors viewing the fragrant sme blossoms.

Takao Ume Orchards Ume Festival: In Hachioji there are Takao

Ume Otchards where about 10,000 red and white ume trees are

planted. When the flowers bloom, the yards of private houses, slopes

of the mountain and orchards along the old Koshu Avenue and

Kobotoke River are laden with the scent of #me flowers. And the Ume

Festival is held among the bursting #me flowers. Processed goods of

ume are sold and there are stalls selling sweet sake and food. This year

it will be held on March 8 and 9. Please enjoy walking while viewing
the #me blossoms.

Access: From the north exit of Takao Station, take a “Kobotoke”
bound bus, get off at “Konai?” Stop. Or walk 15 minutes from
the north exit of Takao Station.

Inquiries: Takao Ume Orchards Ume Festival Executive Committee in

Hachioji Asakawa branch office; Tel: 61-1231.
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The 44t International Speech Contest in Japanese

Is Now Open for Application

Date: 1:00 pm~, May 31, 2003 Place: Sapporo Convention Center

Subject: Any non-commercial, non-religious topic

Qualifications: 1. Native language is not Japanese; 2. 15 years of age
or older on the contest day; 3. Not having won the 1st Prize, the
Foreign Minister’s Award, or the Education Minister’s Award in a
previous contest.

Contestant Selection (limited to 10~12 contestants): will be made
according to the evaluation of the applicant’s recorded speech
(time limit: 7 minutes) and accompanying manuscript. The result
will be sent to all applicants by May 2 (Friday).

Deadline: 5:00 pm, Thursday, April 17, 2003

Access & accommodation: the round-trip transportation expenses
will be paid; and also accommodations are to be paid by sponsors
if one-way trip takes more than three hours and a half.

Inquiries: Tel: 03-3359-9600, International Education Center.




Interview

The Winner in the 10th

Foreigners’ Speech Contest in Japanese

Mrs. Shimizu Angie (Malaysian)
In the 10 Foreigners’ Speech Contest in

Japanese held in Hachioji on Oct. 13, 2002, the

winner who came out of the 18 speakers is Mrs.

Shimizu Angie, a foreign member of the
Hachioji international exchange volunteer group “Japanese Language
Association”. Her speech, titled “The Japanese Expression ‘Excuse
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Me (Sumimasen in Japanese)’ ”, talked about the considerateness of
Japanese people and received a flurry of handclaps.

Angie (photo above) came to Japan from Malaysia in 1998. She is a
housewife with a son of the first grade at the elementary school. It is
the fourth year since she started to go learning Japanese in the
classtoom at the Kitano Branch Office sponsored by “Japanese
Language Association”. Thanks to the kind Japanese volunteer
teacher, she passed the Level 1of Japanese Language Proficiency
Test the year before last.

“I think the secret to improve Japanese is listening. Listen to
whatever it is, like TV programs. The point is to keep listening to it
even if you hardly know what it is about. The second is to have an
aim. While enjoying the process of learning Japanese, what is
significant is to talk to some one with the words you learned.”

“In spite of the embarrassment, I would like to speak frankly that
I was really depressed at first when I arrived in Japan. Knowing little
of Japanese, I felt very lonely and Japan seemed so strange to me at
the time. During the process of learning Japanese and making efforts
to pass the examination, I gradually changed my way of thinking and
managed to get out of the depression.”

Her first impression on Japan is coldness. Malaysia has a
temperature around 28~34  all the year round, the same as the
summer in Japan. Therefore, it is a hard time for her when it gets
cold from summer to autumn and from autumn to winter.

“Malaysia is a multiracial country with a mixed population of
Malays, Chinese and Indians. In pite of racial difference, I feel no
incompatibility. People there are bright enough to expose themselves
as what they are and speak up their opinions straightly. On the
contrary, Japanese language is ambiguous and usually Japanese people
do not give a definite reply. They are so considerate about their
partner that they always pull themselves a step backward.
Considerateness is important, however, you can scarcely know what
on earth is their true thought. Facing this kind of situation, I often
hesitate and ask myself ‘what shall I do”” How I wish to speak out

what I want to,” said Mrs. Shimizu Angie.
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A Series of Interview

“Hachioji Japanese Language Association”

For the fourth time we interviewed Ms Saifo Hiroko and Ms Kinata Keiko,
(right photo) the representative and vice
representative of the international
exchange volunteer group “Hachioji

Japanese Language Association”,

introduced by “Hachigji International
Friendship Club”, which was on the autumn edition of “Gingko”.

In accordance with its name, “Japanese Language Association” is a
volunteer group supporting foreign residents’ Japanese learning. It saw its
10th anniversary last year as founded in Dec., 1992. At that time, the 40
members who attended the Japanese Language Volunteers’ Training
Course sponsored by the Central Public Hall, were willing to start the
“Japanese Language Association” when the course came to an end. It was
the time that the foreign residents in Hachigji increased and many of them
demanded to learn Japanese.

Now, there are about 150 Japanese members and foreign learners 150 or
so. The characteristic of all the lessons is that one Japanese volunteer
teaches one foreigner. According to the venue of the lessons, they can be
divided into two kinds. One is using the Koyasu, Dai-machi, Kitano (photo
below) Community Centers and so on, where many pairs of
Japanese volunteers and foreign learners work on their lessons. The other
is having the lesson at the home of the Japanese volunteer or the foreign
learner. As for choosing the textbooks and how to conduct the lessons,
the members decide by themselves according to the level of the learner.

“I’'m happy to go in for
volunteer activities with the
chances to get to know both
foreigners and Japanese

volunteers and make friends with

them. Through the foreign learner you can know better of his or her
country. It’s not only teaching them Japanese, but also learning
something from them. In the meanwhile they make you see Japan from a
different point of view,” said Ms. Saito.

“Hachioji Japanese Language Association” provides the foreign residents
the good opportunity to enjoy learning Japanese and meet the foreigners
in the same situation. “I’'m really impressed by a foreignet’s words “The
Association is the place in which I feel at ease’,” said Ms. Kimata. (Next
time is the international exchange volunteer group “Institute for Language

Experience , Experiment & Exchange” in the spring edition.)




Japanese Language Classes by Central Public Hall

Free Japanese language classes are offered to foreign

residents in Hachioji City by Central Public Hall.

How much: Free of charge except a cost of 2,625 for textboo]

Venue: Study Room 6 & Study Room 7, 11 F, Create Hall

Days & Time: At 10:00~12:00 a.m. on Jan. 17, 24, 31, Feb. 7,14,
21, 28, March 7, 14 (Fridays)
At 7:00  9:00 p.m. on Jan. 16, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13,
20, 27, March 6, 13 (Thursdays)

Inquities: Central Public Hall Tel: 48-2232

1717 24 31 2/7 14
21 28 3/7 14 10 12

1716 23 30 2/6 13
20 27 3/6 13 7 9
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Free of charge. No appointment required. Privacy guaranteed.

Professional Consultation for Foreign Residents

You can consult specialists such as lawyers, doctors and judicial
sctiveners about visas, international marriage/divorce, working
conditions, etc..

Date & Time: Jan. 26 (Sun.), 1:00 pm ~ 4:00 pm.
Venue: 502 (G502) Glass Hall, Tokyo Kokusai

Forum. A five-minute walk from Tokyo

Station.A one-minute walk from Tokyo
Station on Keiyo Line, or Tokyo Forum Exit of
Yurakucho Station or A4b Exit of subway Yurakucho Station.
Languages: Arabic, Indonesian, Uighur, Urdu, English, Chinese,
Spanish, Thai, Tagalog, Korean, Hindi, Tamil, Persian,
Portuguese, Malay, Burmese, Russian, French, German,
Vietnamese

Inquiries: Tel: 03-5221-9023, the Tokyo International Foundation.

[]1 2 1 4
[] 502 G502
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Foreign Residents Eligible for National Pension
All those residing in Japan at the age of over 19 and less than 60,

. who are excluded in the Employees’ Pension Insurance or Mutual-
. aid Pension System, are supposed to be covered under the
. National Pension System. The procedures are to be done at

I Counter 1 National Pension Section on the 274 floor of the City

Oftice, with your foreign resident’s registration card and passport.

Moreover, the foreign residents, who joined the National Pension

i System in another city, are obliged to go through a procedure

| when moving to Hachioji. Besides, those who have been enrolled
. in the system for a period of at least 6 months can receive a lump
. sum payment of National Pension on leaving Japan. Inquiries: Tel:

: 20-7238, National Health Insurance Pension Section.
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What’s On in Hachioji
January 1 15, Pilgrimage to the Seven Gods of Good Fortune

These gods are believed to be able to get rid of the 7 misfortunes
and give 7 happiness to people. Make a pilgrimage to the gods and
receive their blessing. Bishamonten (in Bishamondon; Motoyokoyama-cho
3-12-25; Tel: 22-6552); Ebzsuten (in Naritasan Denponin, Minami Shin-cho
4; Tel: 22-9341); Jurouson/ Fukurokuju (in Kongouin, Ueno-machi 39-2;
Tel: 22-9540); Hoteison (in Shinshonin, Dai-machi 3-18-28; Tel: 22-6978);
Kisshouten (in Kisshouin,
Nagabusa-machi 58-3; Tel: 61-5448);
Bengaiten (in Ryouhousi; Hiyoshi-ho
2-1; Tel: 26-2576) (tight photo);
Daitkokuten (in Zenryuuyi,
Motohongo-cho 1-1-9; Tel: 22-4338)

Re-discovering the Local History 1. Takiyama Castle Ruins, Jan.

25; 2. Hachioji Castle Ruins, Feb. 15. Gathering on the specific spot.

Free of charge except the insurance fee. Inquiries: Local Historic

Museum; Tel: 22-8939.

February 3, Bean-Scattering Ceremony Celebrating the coming of
spring. sumo wrestlers, entertainers, men born in the year of sheep

will go to Yaknoin temple and pray for good health and happiness.

Bean-scattering ritual will be performed every hour from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m.. Yaknoin; Takao-machi 2177; Tel: 61-1115.

March 9, Festival of Walking on the Fire This is the ascetic
practice of fire of the Mt. Takao monks, opening to the general
public. As the climax, the monks will walk on the burning fire while
praying that people’s wishes should come true. The believers and

tourists can also participate in it. Location: Square of Traffic Security
Praying Place at the foot of Mt. Takao.

February 14, Hatsuuma Festival Each Irari Shrine in the city will
hold a festival on Hatsuuma, celebrating the first “day of the horse”.

March 8 & 9, Takao Ume Orchards Ume (Japanese Apricot)

Festival. Approximately 10,000 #me blossoms will bloom and #me
festival will be held in all the ume orchards. Processed goods of wme
will be sold and there will be stalls selling sweet sake and food. Takao
Baigon Ume Festival Executive Committee; in Hachioji Asakawa branch
office; Tel: 61-1231.

Spring Vacation Film Show for Children Films will be on show,

which children are sure to be interested in. Charge: Free. Audience:
Parents and Children of four years and over, but under junior high

age. Venue/Time: 10:00 am. ~12:00 am. & 2:00 pm.~4:00 pm.
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Central Public Hall on Wedn. & Thur., March 26 & 27, 12 2 4 48-2232
Minamiosa Public Hall on Thur. & Fri. March 27& 28. Inquities: 79-2208

48-2232;  79-2208.

Two Days in Spring Vacation, Children’s Film Show Both the 4

parents and children can enjoy the film. Audience: Parents and 10

Children of four years and over, but under junior high age. Time: 2 54-8450
10:00 am.~/2:00pm.. Inquities: Kawaguehi Public Hall, Tel: 54-8450. 1

Each Sat. (except the ¥t Sat. of the Month), Saturday Film

Show On Saturdays film shows are available for children of

elementary ot junior high schools accompanied by the parents (ot

children alone). Time: 10:00 am.~/2:00pm.. Inquities: Kawaguchi 10 2
Public Hall, Tel: 54-8450. 54-8450
Flea Market
Venue, date and time are as follows.
Venue Date & Time Sponsor
Jan. 13, 9:00 am~3:00 pm
1 13 9 3
Jan. 19, 9:00 am~3:00 pm
Fujimori Park | Feb. 23, 10:00 am~3:00 pm 1 19
March 9, 9:00 am~4:00 pm 2 23 10 3
March 16, 10:00 am~3:00 pm 39 9 4
Sengen Shrine | April 5 & 6, 10:00 am~3:00 pm 3 16 10 3
Jan. 12, 10:00 am~2:00 pm 4 5 6 10 3
Jan. 26, 9:00 am~4:00 pm
. . 1 12 10 2
Minamiosawa Feb. 11, 9:00 am~3:00 pm
Nakago Patk [TFeb. 23, 9:00 am~4:00 pm 126 9 4
March 9, 10:00 am~2:00 pm 2 1 9
March 30, 10:00 am~3:00 pm 2 23 9 4
Jan. 11, 10:00 am~4:00 pm 3 9 10 2
Jan. 25, 10:00 am~4:00 pm 3 30 10 3
Minamino Feb. 1, 10:00 am~4:00 pm 1 1 10 4
Station Front | Feb. 16, 10:00 am~4:00 pm
1 25 10 4
March 1, 10:00 am~4:00 pm
March 23, 10:00 am~3:00 pm 2 1 10 4
. Feb. 2, 9:00 am~3:00 pm 2 16 10 4
Kitano Park 5700 am~3:00 pm 3 1 10 4
Civic 3 23 10 3
Gymnasium March 30, 10:00 am~3:00 pm 2 2 9 3
South Square 3 - 9 3
Inquiries:
Machida Recycling: Tel: 044-951-6490; 3 30 10 3
Recycling Movement Tomo-no-Kav.

Tel: 042-579-4003;  Time Machine 044-951-6490

Company: Tel: Mr. Tobita,
090-3083-7508; Peace Recycling:
Tel: 23-3616; Aozora  Recycling
Club: Tel: 042-741-3305. 042-741-3305

042-579-4003

090-3083-7508 23-3616



Emergency Numbers & Sources of Useful Information

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Foreign Registration Counter, Hachioji City Office 20-7231

Community Exch ange Section, 8t Floor. Create Hall 8 48-2230

Hachioji City Lifelong Learning Center Library 48-2233

(English, Chinese & Korean Books)

Hachioji Fire Department 25-0119

Fire/Ambulance (Emergency) 119

Hachioji Police Station 45-0110

Takao Police Station 65-0110

Police (Emergency) 110

Immigration Bureau Tokyo 03-5796-7111 Tachikawa 0425 -28-7179
AMDA (International Medical Information Center) ( ) 03-5285-8088 (weekdays 9a.m.~5p.m.)
Tokyo Medical Information Service “Himawari” “ " 03-5285-8181 (weekdays 9a.m.~8p.m.)
Tokyo Metropolitan Emergency Interpretation Service 03-5285-8185 (weekdays 5p.m.~8p.m.

holidays 9:00a.m.~8:00p.m.)
These centers provides a variety of co nsulting services
in foreign languages. Information concerning hospitals

where foreign languages are spoken is also available .

JHELP.COM. (formerly Japan Helpline) 0120-461-997 (24 hour hotline)
Tokyo Metropolitan Foreign Residents Advisory Center 03-5320-7744 (Monday - Friday
(legal immigration issues. education matters etc.) 9:30a.m. 12noon _1p.m.-4p.m.)
Narita Flight Information 0476-34-5000
(Arrival and Departure Info)
JR East Infoline (timetables . fare etc) JR 03-3423-0111
FOREIGN LG INFO IN PRINT

Gingko City Office (Counter 5), Create Hall (1 s & 8th floor),

Community Centers throughout Hach ioji, part of post offices 1

within Hachioji , most municipal institutions and univ.s in Hachioji

Rapport a publication of the Hachioji International Friendship Club
Hachioji City Office (Counter 5), Community Centers
throughout Hachioji _Create Hall(8* floor)

Volcano a publication of Active Line
Community Centers throughout Hachioji, Create Hall (8 t» floor)
Hachioji Community Guide Hachioji City Office (Counter 5), Create Hall (8 th floor)

COUNSELING FOR FOREIGNERS

Civic Life Service Subsection, Civic Affairs Sectio n, Civic Affairs Division, Hachioji City Office 4 tWedn. Of Each Month (This Dec. willbeonthe 3 ®)  20-7227

4 12 3
FREE JAPANESE LESSONS

Japanese Class in Central Public Hall Elementary Japanese Classes for Foreigners Central Public Hall
48-2232

Hachioji Japanese Language Association Private Japanese Lessons for Foreigners Saito
35-1678

Hachioji International Friendship Club Japanese Language Lessons Kondo
36-7928

Club of Children & Students Working Together for A Multi -cultural Society University Students teach foreign children Japanese. Yamashita
090-9366-1538

Gingko “ Gingko”is chosen as the title of this journal as it is Hachioji ’s city tree.




