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Ume (Japanese Apricot) Flower Festival at Takao Ume Orchards (One of Hachioji’s 88 Scenes) 
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The 44th International Speech Contest in Japanese 

Is Now Open for Application 
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Seasonal Topic 
                

 

  Ume, originated in the south of China, was brought over to Japan 

early before the Nara Era. Adored by people of various eras, 

nowadays it has become one of the main flowers representing Japan. 

There is a variety of ume, either the fruit used as food or medicine, or 

the flower planted as garden trees or as potted dwarfed trees. In  

early spring the orchards of the various parts of the country are 

crowded with visitors viewing the fragrant ume blossoms. 

Takao  Ume  Orchards Ume  Festival: In Hachioji there are Takao 

Ume Orchards where about 10,000 red and white ume trees are 

planted. When the flowers bloom, the yards of private houses, slopes 

of the mountain and orchards along the old Koshu Avenue and 

Kobotoke River are laden with the scent of ume flowers. And the Ume 

Festival is held among the bursting ume flowers. Processed goods of 

ume are sold and there are stalls selling sweet sake and food. This year 

it will be held on March 8 and 9. Please enjoy walking while viewing 

the ume blossoms.  

Access: From the north exit of Takao Station, take a “Kobotoke” 

bound bus, get off at “Konaji” Stop. Or walk 15 minutes from 

the north exit of Takao Station.  

Inquiries: Takao Ume Orchards Ume Festival Executive Committee in 

Hachioji Asakawa branch office; Tel: 61-1231. 

 

       
 

Date: 1:00 pm~, May 31, 2003  Place: Sapporo Convention Center 

Subject: Any non-commercial, non-religious topic 

Qualifications: 1. Native language is not Japanese; 2. 15 years of age 

or older on the contest day; 3. Not having won the 1st Prize, the 

Foreign Minister’s Award, or the Education Minister’s Award in a 

previous contest. 

Contestant Selection (limited to 10~12 contestants): will be made 

according to the evaluation of the applicant’s recorded speech 

(time limit: 7 minutes) and accompanying manuscript. The result 

will be sent to all applicants by May 2 (Friday). 

Deadline: 5:00 pm, Thursday, April 17, 2003 

Access & accommodation: the round-trip transportation expenses 

will be paid; and also accommodations are to be paid by sponsors 

if one-way trip takes more than three hours and a half. 

Inquiries: Tel: 03-3359-9600, International Education Center. 
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に渡来
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ぞれの時代
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した
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ながら、現在
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だいひょう

する花
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つとなっています。食用
しょくよう
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くすり

に利用
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される実
み

梅
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、また庭
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に
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うめ
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ひとびと

でにぎわいます。 
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に咲
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き
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日時
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 Ume  (Japanese Apricot) & Ume Festival 
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