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Topic
A Review On The Past One Year Of
International Exchange Corner

Representative of Hachioji International Groups Liaison Council
Ms. TSUKAMOTO Kaiko

It is one whole year this April since Hachioji
International Exchange Corner opened in April, 2004.
Hachioji International Exchange Groups Liaison
Council, composed of five international exchange

volunteer groups, is entrusted by the City to manage

the Corner. All the groups had been engaged in various
activities for over ten years, hiring the rooms from
community centers or branch offices with our mere money.
Therefore we are really grateful to be provided such a convenient
venue for activities by the City, a three minutes’ walk from the north
exit of JR Hachioji Station. Now the Corner is available to cover
more than half of our group activities. We are full of gratitude to
our local government.

Each of the groups is experienced and enthusiastic with
volunteer spirits. However, at the very beginning with specific
standpoint each group was only concerned with their own activities,
thus it was hard to bring them together. Each meeting resulted in a
quarrel. Three months passed when we became aware how we can
conduct international exchange activities if we Japanese can not
communicate well with each other. Since then we have broadened
our way of thinking and taken other group’s thoughts into our mind.
When we came to the conclusion that all of us have nothing but
one mutual purpose, that is, international exchange, our “illventi-
lated” Liaison Council suddenly became absolutely “airy”. The

rivalry consciousness disappeared and the groups are able to intro-




duce each other when foreigners come for help. Therefore, we can
do better work for foreigners than before.

Besides such original group activities as Japanese language classes,
international understanding education, cultural exchange, etc., The
new events for citizens “Communicating with People from the
World” and “Cinema Salon” are very popular. Since May last year
“Communicating with People from the World” has been held 12
times. Guests from various countries, especially from not so well-
known countries, give a talk on their motherland, thus every time all
the Corner’s seats are fully occupied. The citizens planning to travel
abroad often come and ask the foreigner what can not be found in
the tourist guide. On the other hand, the foreign guests are also
pleased to have a chance to introduce their native land.

The Cinema Salon puts a film from the world on show once a
month. After the film, the talk by an invited guest is highly regarded.
An actor playing a part in the film, a chanteuse or a dentist gave a
professional talk concerned with the film, which finally makes you
feel the essence of international exchange lies in something human.

Next we are planning to start “Foreign Students’ Hachioji Home-
town Program”. One foreign student visits one registered Japanese
family several times through the designated one year. For example,
on the student’s birthday, the Japanese family invites the student
home, celebrating his or her birthday. Though this kind of heartfelt
human warmness | hope the student will be attached to Hachioji as
their second hometown and think he or she is a member of the
Japanese family. Years later when they return to their native lands
and become a certain kind of leader
in their own country, I think this

program can finally lead to world
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peace.

Now the International Exchange
Groups Liaison Council consists five
groups. In the future I hope more
groups of the same standpoint can
join us and make a network to
engage in a broader range of
activities and developing toward a

better direction.
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IA Series of International Works| ‘ ‘

[Conducted in the City Office| | |

Alien Registration Counter

Alien registration is a must procedure for all the foreigners having 90
stayed in Japan for over three months. Once alien registration is
done, the certificate of alien registration will be issued so that you
can prove your identity in case of buying a cell phone or car by
showing it, etc. Therefore, it is as an important procedure as the
resident registration for Japanese people.
In Hachioji City Office, the Alien Registration Counter is the No. 2
5 Counter in the second-floor hall. It opens from 8:30 am through 5 8 7
7:00 pm. To provide better service to citizens, it is also available for
procedures later after 5:15 pm, which is the end of working time of 5 15
the city office. April and September is said to be the busiest period. 4 9
The permanent foreign residents move in, foreign students and
Japanese language school students start school due to many
universities and colleges in Hachioji, which
result in a rush of registration.
“The Alien Registration Counter is the
administrative counter which follows the

foreigners’ immigration procedure and is an

intermediary counter leading to administrative
services such as welfare, etc. We are prepared to explain to them
other counters’ business as far as we know when necessary. The
alien registration counter also represents the city office from the
standpoint of foreigners, therefore, we are treating foreigners as in a
kind way as possible,” said the staffs in charge.

Events Held at the International Exchange Corner

Communicating with People from the World (1:30~3:30pm)
Dates Nationality Charge
April 17, Sun. Angora Free
May 22, Sun. Indonesia Free
koko Cinema Salon (2:00~5:00pm) koko ( )
Dates Title of Movie Charge
May 8, Sun. “My Fair Lady” Free




Recreation

Tama Forest Science Garden

The Tama Forest Science Garden, as one of the regional research
centers of the independent administrative corporation “Forestry and
Forest Products Research Institute”, is engaged in researching trees’
classification/functions and the relationship of animals’ behaviors
with the forest, while opening research facilities like trees’ garden,
experiment garden, cherry preservative woods and exhibitory hall
“Forest Museum” to the public with admission fee charged.

Among them the most famous is the cherry preservative woods, in

which you can enjoy multi-colored cherry blossoms from early spring

till the “Golden Week”. 250 species amounting to 2,000 cherry trees
are collected from country so as to preserve all the famous cherry
genes. Walking along the hill path, you can have a full view of various
blooming cherries. The best viewing season is from the beginning of

April till past the middle ten days of April.

Time: 9:30 am ~ 3:30 pm. (Closed at 4:00 pm.)

Admission: April: ¥400 for adults and ¥150
for children (high school students and
under). May ~ March: ¥300 for adults and
¥50 for children.

Off Days: Every Mondays (No off days in
April; the next day if a public holiday falls on
Monday); the period from Dec. 26 till Jan. 6.

Access: About 10 minutes’ walk from the north exit of JR Takao Sta.

Inquiries: Tel: 0426-61-0200, Tama Forest Science Garden.

No appointment required / Privacy ensured

Free Professional Consultation for Foreign Residents

Specialist: Lawyer, psychiatrist, labor consultant, visa specialist,
social insurance consultant, dentist.
Interpreters of 19 languages are available. (Please inquire.)
Date & time: April 23, Sat., 2:00 pm ~ 6:00 pm.
Venue: 10F, Musashino Swing Building (Musashisakai Sta. on JR Chuo
Line, one minute’s walk from the north exit of the Sta.)
Host & Inquiries:  0422-56-2922, Musashino International

Association.
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What’s On in Hachioji

IApril 30 & May 1 Flower Festival Yuglf Various events such

as gardening bazaar, hanging baskets exhibition, stage
performance, etc. are held around Nakago Park in Minamiosawa.
Inquiries to Flower Festival Yugi Festivals Committee at

090-4076-2668.

IApril 29~ May 5 Fresh Verdure Festival of Yuyake Koyake

Fureai Villagel When the mountains turn green, many events

such as concerts, catching goldfish, magic shows, playing drums,

etc. are held. Inquiries to Yuyake Koyake Fureai Village at 52-3072.

IMay 3 ~5 Nagabusa Furear Tango Festival| 1000 Koi Nobori

streamers are strung across the Asa River in the Nagabusa area.

Inquiries to Nagabusa Residents’ Association at 64-4774.

IMay 14 Wild Birds Party| Enjoy observing the nature of wild

birds while listening to their singing on Mt. Takao guided by a
lecturer. Limited to the first 60 arrivals. Participation fee &
reservation required. Inquiries to Hachioji Tourism Association at

43-3115.

IMay 28 Wild Flowers Party] Enjoy observing the nature of

wild flowers on Mt. Takao guided by a lecturer. Limited to the
first 100 arrivals. Participation fee & reservation required.

Inquiries to Hachioji Tourism Association at 43-3115.

May 29 The 11th Annual “We're different & that’s great”
10:30am ~ 4:00pm. Ethic performances, stalls selling

various ethic foods and goods, workshop, exhibition, etc.
Venue: Hachioji City Hall North Riverside. Inquiries to
Executive Committee at 46-3277 (2:00pm to 10:00pm.)

Dune 4 Listening to Singing Frogs Party] Gather at Takao-

sanguchi Station and listen to a lecture after dinner on the
ecology of the frogs called ‘kajikagaeru. Then enjoy listening to
their beautiful voices at the riverside. Limited to the first 45
arrivals. Participation fee & reservation required. Inquiries to

Hachioji Tourism Association at 43-3115.

Hune 11~18 A Fireflies’ & Singing Frogs’ Eveningl Around

the small river run through the Yuyake Koyake Fureai Village fly
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the Kenji fireflies. And the beautiful voices of kajikagaeru can be

enjoyed there. Inquiries to Yuyake Koyake Fureai Village at 52-3072. 52-3072
Flea Market Venue, date and time are as follows. Yet there might
be changes of the dates. Please confirm before going.
Venue Date & Time Sponsor
Attaka Hall June 26, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 6 26 10 2
Civic April 17, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 4 17 9 3
Gymnasium May 3, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 5 3 9 3
South Square May 29, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 5 29 9 3
April 26, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 4 26 9 3
Sengen Shrine
May 15, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 5 15 9 3
April 29, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 4 29 10 2
Nagaike Park
May 15, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 5 15 9 3
Mitsuke Bridge
June 5, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 6 5 9 3
May 8, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 5 8 9 3
May 22, 10:00 am ~3:00 pm 5 22 10 3
Fujimori Park
June 18, 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 6 18 9 3
June 26, 10:00am ~ 2:00pm 6 26 10 2
Minamiosawa | May 8, 10:00 am. ~ 2:00 pm. 5 8 10 2
NakagoPark | June 19, 10:00 am ~ 3:00 pm 6 19 10 3
April 16, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 4 16 10 2
April 17, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 4 17 10 2
April 29, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 4 29 10 2
April 30, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 4 30 10 2
Yuyake Koyake
May 7, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 5 7 10 2
Fureai
) May 8, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 5 8 10 2
Village
May 15, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 5 15 10 2
May 21, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 5 21 10 2
May 28, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 5 28 10 2
May 29, 10:00 am ~ 2:00 pm 5 29 10 2
Inquiries:  Aozora Recycling Club: 042-741-3305; Peace
Recycling:  23-3616  Machida Recycling: 042-741-3305 23-3616
044-951-6490  Yuyake Koyake Fureai 044-951-6490
Village:  52-3072  Recycling 52-3072

Movement Tomo-no-Kai:

Recycling Corporation:

042-579-4003

45-0025

042-579-4003




Emergency Numbers & Sources of Useful Information

TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Foreign Registration Counter, Hachioji City Office 20-7231
College Community Section, 5F, Hachioji City Office 5 20-7409
Hachioji City Lifelong Learning Center Library 48-2233
(English, Chinese & Korean Books)

Hachioji Fire Department 250119
Fire/Ambulance (Emergency) 119
Hachioji Police Station 45-0110
Takao Police Station 65-0110
Police (Emergency) 110

Immigration Bureau

Tokyo 03-5796-7111 Tachikawa 0425-28-7179

*These centers provides a variety of consulting services
in foreign languages. Information concerning hospitals
where foreign languages are spoken is also available.

AMDA (International Medical Information Center) (

Tokyo Medical Information Service “Himawari”

) 03-5285-8088 (weekdays 9a.m.~5p.m.)
03-5285-8181 (weekdays 9a.m.~8p.m.)

Tokyo Metropolitan Emergency Interpretation Service

03-5285-8185 (weekdays 5p.m.~8p.m.
holidays 9:00a.m.~8:00p.m.)

JHELP.COM. (All Kinds of Consultations)

0120-461-997 (24 hour hotline)

Tokyo Metropolitan Foreign Residents Advisory Center

03-5320-7744 (Monday-Friday

(legal _immigration issues, education matters etc.) 9:30a.m. 12noon _1p.m.-4p.m.)
Narita Flight Information 0476-34-5000
(Arrival and Departure Info)
JR East Infoline (timetables , fare etc) JR 03-3423-0111
|FOREIGN LG INFO IN PRINT]
Gingko City Office Counter 5 & College Community & Culture Section (5F), Create 5 5
Hall (25t floor), Community Centers throughout Hachioji, part of post
offices within Hachioji , most municipal institutions and univ.s in Hachioji
Rapport a publication of the Hachioji International Friendship Club Hachioji
City Office Counter 5 & College Community & Culture Section (5F), 5
Community Centers throughout Hachioji, Create Hall (1%t floor) 1
Volcano a publication of Active Line Community Centers throughout
Hachioji, College Community & Culture Section (5F), Create Hall (1stfloor) 5 1
Hachioji Community Guide Hachioji City Office (Counter 5),
College Community & Culture Section (5F) 5
COUNSELING FOR FOREIGNERS]|
Civic Counseling Subsection, Life Safety & Security Section, Hachioji City Office 4t Thurs. Of Each Month 20-7227

4

FREE JAPANESE LESSONS

Japanese Class in Central Public Hall

Elementary Japanese Classes for Foreigners Central Public Hall

48-2232
Hachioji Japanese Language Association Private Japanese Lessons for Foreigners Ms. Saito
35-1678
Hachioji International Friendship Club Japanese Language Lessons Ms. Nakano
78-1150
Club of Children & Students Working Together for A Multi-cultural Society University Students teach foreign children Japanese. Ms. Fukase
080-3008-8046

Gingko

““Gingko” is chosen as the title of this journal as it is Hachioji's city tree.




