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Internet Available by Utilizing the Computers

Installed at the Branch Offices and Libraries

For the convenience of the citizens using the internet, the
City Office installed some computers at each branch office
(except the Branch Office in front of Hachioji Station),
libraries and the Municipal Administration Reference Room
(5F, City Office). Though there is no explainer, everyone is
welcome to use the computers freely. Users’ time and using
method are as follows.

Content: Reading the homepage (Possible to print out with A4
libraries and the

size paper at the Municipal

Administration Reference Room). The sites of

erotica and violence are forbidden.

Places and Amount: 1 computer at each branch office (except
the Branch Office in front of Hachioji Station) and the
Municipal Administration Reference Room (5F, City

Office); 7 in the Central Library; 6 in the Lifelong Learning

Center Library; 3 in the Minamiosawa Library and 1 in the

Kawaguchi Library. Charge: Free (¥10 to print 1 page)

Time: 30 minutes once for one person during the office hours
of the facilities. Using Method: Go to the facility
directly and apply for use by filling in a form.

Inquiries; Tel: 20-7444, Information Technology Promotion

Office.

4 Branch Offices OK for Welfare Application

& Notification Office Hours Extended till 7:00 pm

Now the Branch Offices of Yugi (Tel: 76-8911), Asakawa
(Tel: 61-1231), Motohachioji (Tel: 24-3278) and Kitano (Tel:
45-8711) has started to accept the application and notification
on welfare service. Moreover, the office hours at these 4
branch offices have been extended till 7:00 pm.

However, there might be cases that the procedures cannot
be done due to certain necessary certificate or confirmation.

Please inquire first before coming.
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Japanese Language Classes by Central Public Hall

Free Japanese language classes are offered to foreign
residents in Hachioji City by Central Public Hall.
Fees: Free of charge except a cost of 2,625 for textbook.

Venue: Study Room 6 & Study Room 7, 11 F, Create Hall

. . 4/11 18 25 5/9 16 23
Days & Time: At 10:00~12:00 a.m. on April 11, 18, 25, May

_ 30 6/6 13 20 27 10 12
9,16,23, 30, June 6, 13, 20, 27 (Fridays)

] 4/10 17 24 5/8 15 22
At 7:00 9:00 p.m. on April 10, 17, 24, May 8,

15, 22, 29, June 5, 12, 19, 26 (Thursdays)

29 6/5 12 19 26 7 9

48-2232

Inquiries: Central Public Hall ~ Tel: 48-2232

The Cherry Blossom Front

As the topography of the long and narrow Japanese
archipelago is so complicated, the day when the cherry trees come
into bloom can vary tremendously. You have to check the Cherry
Blossom Front (a line showing the day the cherry blossoms
appear and the location) very carefully.

In Kyushu and southern Shikoku, the Somei Yoshino is apparently
already in bloom at the end of March. But in Hokkaido the
blossoms do not appear until May. This two-months difference is
truly amazing. In other words if you want to travel all over Japan
following the cherry blossoms, the journey will take exactly two
months. Wouldn't you like to go on that journey?

The cherry trees that flower on Mt. Fuji are called Yamazakura.
It seems that for every 100 meters you go
up, the blossoms appear three days later.
So the Cherry Blossom Front starts at the
bottom of the mountain and works its
way up to the peak. How wonderful it is
just to imagine the pale pink that

gradually colors the mountain from the

bottom to the top.

(From “Japan a la carte” written by Mizue Sasaki)



A Series of Interview
Institute for Lanquage Experience, Experiment

& Exchange ------- Hippo Family Club

As the fifth interview, introduced by “Hachioji Japanese
Language Association” which was on the
winter edition of “Gingko”, we talked to Mr.
Kobayashi Hironao, his wife Mrs. Kobayashi
Yasuko and Ms Togawa Suzuko (Photo) from
the Hachioji Branch of the international
exchange group “Institute for Language
Experience, Experiment & Exchange ------ Hippo Family Club”.

The Club is a group conducting multiple language activities,
ie., to learn multiple languages simultaneously and having
international exchange activities mainly through home stay
programs. With its headquarter in Shibuya, 700 branches dotted
all over the country. “There is no teacher like cram schools. The
members of the club simply imitate the pronunciation while
listening to the multiple-language CDs. It is fun to find out what
we heard from the CD,” said Ms Togawa.

When one becomes good at a foreign language, he or she
naturally gets interested in meeting the people from the country
who speak the language. Here comes the home stay
international exchange program. It is said that over 3,000
foreigners from more than 100 countries come to stay at club
members’ home every year. “For Hachioji Branch the main
visitors are from JICA, mainly the trainees’ two-day-one-night
stay on the weekend. Besides, there are also requests from
universities, the Ministry of Education and Sciences, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, etc.” The overseas home stay is said to be
possible in the 23 countries for those above Grade 5 of the
elementary schools for a period of a week to one month, so on
and so forth.

Recently there is an increase of requests for international
understanding lessons from schools. The Club had one in the
Toyo Municipal Elementary School. The members together with
their invited African friend, introduced not only English but also
other languages and played games with the pupils getting them
used to various languages. “I'm so glad to see the pupils smile. |
wish this experience will be fruitful.” Said Mrs Kobayashi. (Next

time is the international exchange group “COSMOS”)

700
CD
100 3,000
JICA
1 2

COSMOS




Do you know this Bridge?

Hachioji can be known by a look at 7surumaki Bridge.

To Introduce “ Hachioji’ by the Sculptures

Do you know the bridge? If you take a look at it, you can
get to know Hachioji, the city you live in? Across the Asakawa
River running through Hachioji and adjacent to the City Office,
the Tsurumaki Bridge is the very bridge where eight sculptures
stand. Like “Yui's Pasture”, Capital of Mulberry”,
“Sennindoshin” and so on, these sculptures are depicting the
culture and history of Hachioji. From this edition we would
like to introduce to you these eight sculptures one by one.

The first sculpture is the “Hachioji”. This is a piece of work
combined by the folk tale telling the origin of the name of
Hachioji and the tree of the City, gingko.

Well, the name of Hachioji originates from the Hachioji
Shrine inside the Hachioji Castle (3 Chome, Motohachioji-machi).

Over a thousand years ago Myoko, a Buddhist priest, came
all the way from Nara to practice asceticism on Mount
Fukazawa (now Hachioji Castle). One evening he dreamed of
Heavenly King Gozu and his eight children. Then he built a
shrine near the top of Mt. Fukazawa and dedicated it to the
heavenly King and his children. Hundreds of
years later Hojo Ujiteru, a feudal lord, selected the
mountain for his new castle. Ujiteru worshiped the
heavenly King and his eight deified children.
When the castle was built, he named it
“Hachioji-jo” after the name of the shrine.

Since then the name of “Hachioji” gradually
spread all over the large area around the castle and
eventually became the name of the town.

“It is the eight children of the heavenly King
that are looking out of the shadow of the leaves
of gingko,” said the sculptor Mr. Hashimoto Jiro.

When you come to the City Office next time,
would you go over to the Tsurumaki Bridge by the
way to take a look at the past of ? Don't you think

it a bit romantic?




What'’s On in Hachiofi
IApril 26 & 27 Flower Festival Yugf Various events such as

bazaar, hanging baskets exhibition, gardening contest &
exhibition, etc. are held around Nakago Park in Minamiosawa.
Inquiries to Flower Festival Yugi Festivals’ Committee at

090-4076-2668.

IMay 3 ~ 5 Nagabusa Fureai Tango Festival 1000 Koi

Nobori streamers are strung across the Asakawa River in the
Nagabusa area. Inquiries to Nagabusa Residents’ Association at
64-4774.

IMay 17 Wild Birds Party] Observe the nature of wild birds

while listening to their singing on Mt. Takao guided by a
lecturer. Limited to 50 members. Participation fee &
reservation required. Inquiries to Hachioji Tourism Association

at 20-7381.

IMay 18 Healthy Walking| Everyone is welcome to this easy

walking activity. Place: Fujimori Athletics Stadium ~ Tokyo Koka
University ~ Naganuma Elementary School. Inquiries to

Physical Education Section at 20-7335.

IMay 31 Wild flowers Party] Observe the nature of wild

flowers on Mt. Takao guided by a lecturer. Limited to 50
members. Participation fee & reservation required. Inquiries

to Hachioji Tourism Association at 20-7381.

Bune 1 Hachioji Environments Festival| 10:00 am.~3:00

pm.. Outdoor event participated by the citizens, enterprises
and the City Office. Venue: Hachioji City Hall North
Riverside. Inquiries to Environmental Preservation Section

at 20-7384.

Hune 1 The 11t Annual “We're different & that’s great”
11:00 am~4:00 pm. Ethic performances, stalls

selling various ethic foods and goods, workshop, exhibition,
etc. Venue: Hachioji City Hall North Riverside. Inquiries to
Executive Committee at 46-3277 (2:00pm to 10:00pm.)

Hune 7 Singing Frogs Listening Party] Gather at Takao

Sanguchi Station and listen to a lecture after dinner on the
ecology of frogs called ‘kajikagaeru’, famous for their

beautiful voices. Then listen to the voices at the riverside.
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Limited to 70 members. Participation fee & reservation

required.

20-7381.

Flea Market

Inquiries to Hachioji Tourism Association at

Venue, date and time are as follows. Yet there might be

changes of the dates, please confirm before going.
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Venue Date & Time Sponsor
AtakkaHall | June 29, 10:00 am~3:00 pm
Civic May 4, 9:00 am~3:00 pm
Gymnasium

South Square

May 24, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

Sengen Shrine

April 20, 9:00 am~3:00 pm
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May 5, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

June 1, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

June 22, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

FufimoriPark

April 27, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

May 11, 9:00 am~4:00 pm
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May 25, 10:00 am~3:00 pm

Minamiosawa
Nakago Park

April 26, 10:00 am~4:00 pm

April 27, 10:00 am~4:00 pm

May 18, 10:00 am~2:00 pm
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May 25, 9:00 am~4:00 pm

June 1, 10:00 am~3:00 pm

June 22, 10:00 am~2:00 pm

Minamino
Station Front

April 13, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

May 11, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

June 8, 9:00 am~3:00 pm

4H 2 EI tFHulOH#fvtF?;%ALH#
4)% 27 EI ﬁFHulOH%NtF%ézLE#
5118 EI tFﬁulOH%~ﬁPﬁézﬁ%
SH 25 EI tFHIJ%#NﬁFﬁ%H%%
68 1 H 2B 10~ -4 30
61 22 H 7 A1 0F ~ 2 oot

HipHBBED

IS99k

Yuyake
Koyake Fureai
Village

April 19, 10:00 am~2:00 pm

April 26, 10:00 am~2:00 pm

April 27, 10:00 am~2:00 pm

May 11, 10:00 am~2:00 pm
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May 18, 10:00 am~2:00 pm

April 19, 10:00 am~2:00 pm
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June 7, 10:00 am~2:00 pm
Inquiries:

@ Aozora Recycling Club: Tel: 042-741-3305;

@

Peace Recycling: Tel: 23-3616; (3®Machida Recycling:

Tel: 044-951-6490;

@VYuyake Koyake Fureai Village:

Tel: 52-3072  (®Recycling Movement Tomo-no-Kai: Tel:

042-579-4003;

Recycling
Tel: 45-0025.

Corporation:
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Emergency Numbers & Sources of Useful Information

TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Foreign Registration Counter, Hachioji City Office 20-7231
Community Exchange Section, 8" Floor, Create Hall 8 48-2230
Hachioji City Lifelong Learning Center Library 48-2233
(English, Chinese & Korean Books)
Hachioji Fire Department 250119
Fire/Ambulance (Emergency) 119
Hachioji Police Station 45-0110
Takao Police Station 65-0110
Police (Emergency) 110
Immigration Bureau Tokyo 03-5796-7111 Tachikawa 0425-28-7179

*These centers provides a variety of consulting services
in foreign languages. Information concerning hospitals

where foreign languages are spoken is also available.

AMDA (International Medical Information Center) ( ) 03-5285-8088 (weekdays 9a.m.~5p.m.)
Tokyo Medical Information Service “Himawari” “ i 03-5285-8181 (weekdays 9a.m.~8p.m.)
Tokyo Metropolitan Emergency Interpretation Service 03-5285-8185 (weekdays 5p.m.~8p.m.
holidays 9:00a.m.~8:00p.m.)
JHELP.COM. (formerly Japan Helpline) 0120-461-997 (24 hour hotline)
Tokyo Metropolitan Foreign Residents Advisory Center 03-5320-7744 (Monday-Friday
(legal _immigration issues, education matters etc.) 9:30a.m. 12noon _1p.m.-4p.m.)
Narita Flight Information 0476-34-5000
(Arrival and Departure Info)
JR East Infoline (timetables , fare etc) JR 03-3423-0111
|FOREIGN LG INFO IN PRINT]
Gingko City Office (Counter 5), Create Hall (1st & 8t floor),
Community Centers throughout Hachioji, part of post offices 1

within Hachioji , most municipal institutions and univ.s in Hachioji

Rapport a publication of the Hachioji International Friendship Club
Hachioji City Office (Counter 5), Community Centers
throughout Hachioji  Create Hall(8 floor)

Volcano a publication of Active Line

Community Centers throughout Hachioji, Create Hall (8t floor)

Hachioji Community Guide Hachioji City Office (Counter 5), Create Hall (8t floor)

COUNSELING FOR FOREIGNERS|

Civic Life Service Subsection, Civic Affairs Section, Civic Affairs Division, Hachioji City Office 4t Thurs. Of Each Month 20-7227

4

FREE JAPANESE LESSONS

Japanese Class in Central Public Hall Elementary Japanese Classes for Foreigners Central Public Hall
48-2232
Hachioji Japanese Language Association Private Japanese Lessons for Foreigners Saito
35-1678
Hachioji International Friendship Club Japanese Language Lessons Kondo
36-7928
Club of Children & Students Working Together for A Multi-cultural Society University Students teach foreign children Japanese. Yamashita

090-9366-1538

Gingko “ Gingko” is chosen as the title of this journal as it is Hachioji's city tree.




